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| TO THE HONOURABLE 
The Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, 
FROM . 
Major General JAMES STUART, 
= I December 21th, 1784.) | | 
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GENTLEMEN, | | 

BEG leave to avail myſelf of the indulgence you were pleaſed to 

| give me in your Letter of the 16th July laſt, where you encouraged 
me to ſpecify, and to apply for communication of ich 2: 408k as I 

thould judge material for my own e 


eben [ Bere hereunto:anheved's Liflaltwetdl official Papers,. 
copies of which I find to be indiſpenſably neceſſary, for enabling me 
to complete the State of Facts relating to my conduct while I had the 
honour to be Conner in Chief of your forces in the Carnatic. 


Theſe copies, as you may perceive from the titles, are requiſite, not 
only for enabling me to ſtate fairly (as is my intention) the aſſertions 
and reaſonings of my adverſaries; but requiſite alſo for the purpoſes 

of doing myſelf juſtice, and of affording you the ſatisfaction which I 
deſire. At the ſame time, they are neceſſary for enabling me to give 
a ſatisfactory anſwer to thoſe paragraphs in the Diſpatches from Madras, 
of which you were pleaſed to afford me the communication, by the 
Extrafts which accompanied the Letter from your Secretary, Mr. 
Morton, dated 17th September laſt. 


All the Papers mentioned in the incloſed Liſt are official Papers, which 
were not only entered upon the Records at Madras, but copies of them 
were in my poſſeſſion while there; and therefore I ſhould not have had 
occaſion to give you the trouble of this application, if I had received 

h Fe. (as. 


| 1 : 

{as I expected) all my Papers from that part of the world ;—bnt the 
fact is, that from the hurry and manner of my embarkation at Madras, 
in October 1783; from the ſtate I then found myſelf in, and from 
the circumſtance of my baggage having been ſent after me while I was 
on board the veſſel (Fortitude) in Madras Roads, there were ſeveral 
boxes with een Papers, either loſt or left behind. 


80 8 as I had an opportunity of diſcovering this by a ſearch 
amongſt my Papers during the paſſage home, I took the firſt occaſion 
of writing from St. Helena in duplicate, to the gentlemen who had the 
charge of my affairs at Madras, direQing them to forward to me, by 
the very firſt opportunity, the whole of my boxes with Papers; but 1 
have been greatly diſappointed in finding that none of the various ſhips 
lately arrived from India, have brought to me any diſpatches whatſoever 
from the Coaſt; at leaſt, that none have hitherto reached my hands, 
excepting only one letter from Major n, his Mage s Adjutant 
General i in India. 


In theſe ces, I cannot avoid giving you the trouble of this 
application; and I flatter myſelf, that you will be pleaſed to give the 
neceſſary orders for my being 2 with Copies of "I Papers 
_ ſpecified in the Liſt hereunto annexed, : 


4 


I have the honour to be, at all times, 
GENTLEMEN, - 

ARLINGTON STREET | Your moſt faithful, and 

Saturday, 11 Dec. 1784. | a 


obedient humble Servant, 


(Signed)  JAM*® STUART. 


Ne IV. Major General Stuart's expla- 


(#3 


[Exczorons in the preceding Letter. 


"L107 of PAPERS W Major General STUART requeſts to 


be furniſhed with Copies, from the Records at the * Houſe, vis. 


= . Ir. TT ER from Sir Eyre Coote) 
to the Preſident, or to the { Wrote and ſent by Sir Eyre Coote, 
Select Committee, 17th or 18th | on the march from Chingleput 
September 1782. to the Fe 


Ne II. 1. Opinion of Major General) 
Stuart, given in Committee, 
20th or 21ſt Ws as 
1782. | 
2. Do of Vice Admiral Sir Ed- 
wWoard Hughes, De. 


See Conſultations in Select Com- | 
> mittee, 20th or 21ſt Septem- 
ber 1782, 


Ne III. Letter of Sir Eyre Coote to the) 
| Preſident, or to the Select 
Committee (dated 20thor 21ſt ¶ See D*, 20th, 21ſt, or 22d Sep- 
September), read in the Com- tember 1782, 
mittee, 22d September 1782. 


nation of Sir Eyre Coote's EE | 
idea of co-operation, Sep- See D®, September 224d 1782. 
tember 22d 1782; and Sir . | 
Eyre's Letter on that ſubject. 


-E- V. Vice Admiral SirEdward Hughes' 8 ; 
Declaration, September 22d >See De. 1 
| a on that occaſion. 1 J 


N * ; 9 The Minute of the Prefident,) 
Lord Macartney, in Com- 
mittee, October 20th 1783, 


i See Conſultations in Select Com- 
i: mittee October 20th 1782. 
Ne VII. 


©# 3] 


v. VII. The Queſtions fron Lord Ma-) 
cartney to Major- General 
Stuart, put in Committee, | 
October 24th 1782; and 
Major General Stuart" s An- 
fen. : : 


See De, inselect Committee, Oc- 
tober 24th 1782. 


WW? Vu. The | two Minutes of the Pre-) 
ident, Lord Macartney, l See De, in Select Committee, No- 
November my #79, Ne 1 | vember Wy 1782. 
_ N* 2 


N* IX, Major "FI Stuart's Minute 


in Committee, with the 8 De, December 24th 1782. 
of Bate, 24th December 178 2 


N' X. The Letter, April 12th or 13th) 
1783, from the Admiral to the | 
Select Committee, where he See D', April 13th or 14th 1783. 
offers the co-operation of the | 
fleet. | J 


N* XI, The Minute of the Preſident, 
in Committee, April 33th, 
1783. 


on D, April 13th or 14th 1783. 


(Signed) J. S. 


p” 1 * 5 * ] 


From Major General 'STUART. to the Hongurable the Directors of 
the Eaſt-India eee Dl VV 


GzarLEMEN, ; 
TPON the 11th December laſt 17 84, I wad the honour to. addreſs vou 
on the ſubject of certain papers, whereof copies were neceſſary for 
enabling me to complete the State of Facts, relative to my condu& while I 
had the honour to be Commander in Chief of your forces in the Carnatic ; 
and the particular papers were 1 in a Liſt annexed to my Letter of 
that date. 
Having now waited three months, without obtaining the communication. 
requeſted, and without being favoured with any anſwer, either agreeing to, 
or refuſing that communication, I hope it will not be thought too impor- 
tunate, on my part, when I take this method of repeating my requeſt con- 
tained in my Letter of the 11th December, and of ſoliciting your attention 
to we reaſons given in that Letter, in ſupport of the application then made.. 


L have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
5 . Your moſt faithful and 
Arlington Street, | obedient humble Servant. 
. 16th March 178 (Signed) JAMS en ; 


_ — 


From the SECRETARY 6 the Honourable the Directors of the . 
f India Company. : 


[The Anſwer to the Two. preceding Letters. 


$ I R, 
1” anſwer to your Letters of T4 2 December laſt and 16th inſtant, to the: 
Court of Directors of the Eaſt- India Company, I am ordered to inform. 
you, that, upon conſidering the nature of the papers you apply for, the 
Court 1 is of opinion F that they ought not to grant copies thereof, 
Iam; 8, 
Faft-India Houſe, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
the 21ſt March 1785. (Signed), T HO MORTON, Secretary. 
Major General James Stuart. | | | 


* This ſhould be the 121th, being the date of the La referred to. J. S. 


t See the following Remarks, | 
B- REMARRS. 


1 
REMARK 8. 


The it is, that, at this late hour, I am unfortunately 4. appointed in the expectation of 
receiving a very different anfwer from the Court Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, 
which might have enabled me, from the materials at the India Houſe, to have given the molt 
cemplete refutation of every charge, or amputation again/t my conduct, either adduced, or in- 
finuated by Lord Macartney and S. C. of Fort St. George. | ö 


It was chiefly in this expectation, that I have ſo long delayed the Petition to his Mae, 
to be graciouſly pleaſed to order ſuch trial or enquiry, as to his Majeſty ſball ſeem proper, 
© reſpefting my military conduct, from September 1782 to September 1783, while I had the 
Honour to command i in chief the King's troops, and thoſe of the Eaſl-India Company ſerving 
in the Carnatic; for which Pur poſe I had Prepared and N every material Ces 
tion yet fortunately i in my poſſeſſion. 


The ſenſibility on my part, conſequent of an accumulation of the moſt adverſe acts, miſrepre= 


ſentations and miſtatements of Lord Macartney and S. C. of Fort St. George, in reſpect to me 
and to my conduct during the abovementioned period, with the experienced and woll- known con- 
ſequences theres, affected me to that degree, ever ſince my return to England, in May 1584, 
that I judged it fit to deny myſelf the comforts of ſociety, until I could have it in my power, in 
the firſt place, to ſhew to my moſt gracious Sovereign the entire propriety, and, as I hope, the 
merit of my conduct in the ſtation I had the honour to fill during the period above mentioned. 


But the anſwer which I have had the mortification now to receive from the Court of Direc 
tors, will occaſion, of neceſſity, ſome further delay, in order to form a new arrangement, where 
the material papers which I requeſted the communication of, muſt be referred to, inflead of 
being produced — a delay, which, in every poſſible conſideration and view, does moſt ſenſibly and 
ſeriouſly affect me !—Still I exiſt, in the moſt confident hopes of ſoon enjoying every conſideration 


and comfort, which I i not heſitate ta ſay, my unreguited ſervices and perſonal ſufferings have 


merited. 
Thus much, bel, T have judged.it proper, it: this place to obſerve won the cauſe of the 
preſent delay; and alſo to account for the want of ſame material papers in this collection, which 
JT even yet do not deſpair of obtaining communication of, from the Honourable Court Directors, 
F ever they are pleaſed to reconſider the matter; but I cannot on that account any longer delay 


completing and arranging the materials, as for as they are now in EP poſſe fon, and for the 


prerpoſe above ſtated, 
March 1785, (Signed) JAM» STUART.” 
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